The digestibility of starch through the whole digestive tract is high in the ruminant, but the proportion of digestion achieved in the rumen widely varies (Harmon, 1992, J Nutr, 122, 203-210). These varying degradation rates in the rumen can be attributed not only to the chemical nature of the starch itself, amylose or amylopectin, but also to the endosperm structure of the grain, and particularly the protein matrix in which starch granules are embedded (Kotarski et al, 1992, J Nutr, 122, 178-190 
The trial was performed on two maize cultivars characterised by variable 
